supreme constitutional principle: in particular two sentences of the Italian Constitutional Court respectively on the non-compulsory character of the alternative hour to IRC and on the possibility for opting-out students to leave the school 3 . An important part of the research focuses on the legal consequences of the revision of the Concordat, in particular the guarantees on religious freedom and the use of school premises for electives and other types of religious instruction 4 . A few studies have been conducted in disciplines other than ecclesiastical law, in particular in political history, centered on the production of the Agreement or on the bilateral commission 5 . In the case of IRC in State schools, most research is centered on students, their skills and the effects of pedagogy 6 . Some attention has been granted by historians of education to the reforms and the curricular changes of IRC 7 . Yet, these studies have mostly been conducted separately from the Concordat as an international legal and political process, and from the politicization of IRC. This article proposes a complementary perspective with a socio-historical analysis of the requalification of IRC, in the research field of religion in public policies 8 . Neither a mere semantic change nor a onesided secularization, the conflictual redefinition of the former Religious Education (insegnamento religioso, hereafter IR), from a compulsory weekly hour of pastoral lessons to a non-compulsory subject of "religious culture", with the explicit "Catholic" adjective in art. 9.2 of the 1984 Agreement on the revision of the Concordat, is but the most visible aspect of a case study of the governance of religion 9 .
From the perspective of political sociology, this research has been conducted on archives from political parties and teachers' unions over the period 1974-1991, completed with a survey of main Italian newspaper articles on these topics from digital databases and with 25 semi-structured interviews with actors involved in "religious culture" social 3 Italian Constitutional Court, Decision 203/1989 , 12-04-1989 , and Decision 13/1991 , 14-01-1991 Nicola Fiorita, Scuola pubblica e religioni (Tricase: Libellula, 2013). 5 Agostino Giovagnoli, "Guido Gonella tra Chiesa e Stato (1968 -1982 (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) , and a third phase of politicization and school reforms which favored the reframing of "religious culture" as both a social problem and an official justification (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) . , 1974-1976 In , 1976-1981 Senator Guido Gonella, cofounder of the DC, former Minister of Public Instruction (1946) (1947) (1948) (1949) (1950) (1951) and Catholic intellectual close to Andreotti's right-wing faction, was then appointed as President of the governmental delegation in the bilateral commission. The two other scholars in the delegation were Arturo Carlo Jemolo, a jurist and specialist of ChurchState relations with a "liberal Catholic" stance, and Roberto Ago, another international law jurist, closer to secular sensibilities 20 . As a public intellectual distant from the DC, Jemolo was known for his stance on the "obsolescence" of parts of the Concordat and for his criticism 17 Luciano Caimi, "L'insegnamento della religione nel quadro della pastorale della Chiesa. Dalla fine della guerra alla revisione del Concordato (1945 Concordato ( -1984 As these debates gained visibility in newspapers, they shaped an informal consensus, from secular actors to left-wing Catholics, on IR as the "weak spot" of the Concordat. Simultaneously, two attempted reforms of educational policy publicized "religious culture" in the governmental agenda separately from the Concordat, and they provided 34 Luciano Pazzaglia, "Come cambierà l'ora di religione", Corriere della Sera, 16-02-1977 Paul Ginsborg, L'Italia del tempo presente. Famiglia, società civile, Stato, 1980 -1996 (Turin: Einaudi, 2007 , 276-280. relations with the Catholic world, independently from the DC, gave strategic value to the revision, which was restored to the governmental agenda. This move was also likely to show a "united front" between the PSI and the PCI on the Concordat, while the two major left-wing parties fought over the deindexation of basic wages on inflation. Two new members of the governmental delegation were appointed to replace Jemolo and Gonella, deceased in 1982: Catholic jurist Pietro Gismondi, and Paolo Rossi, a former social-democrat deputy and judge. Scuola", 17-19 novembre 1982 (Brescia: Queriniana, 1983 . 41 Pope John Paul II, "Insegnamento della religione e catechesi, ministeri distinti e complementari", L'Osservatore romano, 07-03-1981. Consequently, the "Concordat-framework" was endorsed by PSI officials and advisors to conclude talks, leading up to a final version which stated in art. 9-2:
RELIGION IN SCHOOLS AND THE CONCORDAT

NORMALIZING OR REFORMING CATHOLIC IR
The Italian Republic, recognizing the value of religious culture and considering that the principles of Catholicism are part of the historical heritage of the Italian people, will continue to ensure, in the framework of school aims, Catholic Religious Education in public schools of all orders and degrees. In the respect of freedom of conscience and parents' educative responsibility, the right to benefit or not from this discipline is guaranteed to everyone. Upon enrollment students or their parents will exert such a right on request of school authority, without entailing any form of discrimination related to their choice. 
This version was presented in Senate in
